Name:______________________________




Date:______________

THE OUTSIDERS

Character Guide – Chapter 1
Directions: Using bullets, complete the chart with specific details provided in chapter 1.
	       Character


	     Physical Traits
	         Personality Traits

	     PONYBOY


	
	

	    SODAPOP

	
	

	     DARRY
	
	

	      JOHNNY

	
	

	    TWO-BITS


	
	

	      DALLY

	
	

	       STEVE

	
	


Name:___________________________




Date:____________

The Outsiders: Chapter 2 Reading Guide

1. What do Ponyboy and the Greasers do for fun?  How do they spend their spare time?

2. Why is it surprising , or ironic, that Cherry is attracted to Sodapop?   

3. Why does Johnny believe that it is important to stick up for each other?

4. How was Johnny changed by his incident with the Socs?

5. How does Cherry open Ponyboy’s eyes to the Socs’ world?  What does she explain?
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The Outsiders: Chapter 3 Reading Guide
1. According to Cherry, how are the Greasers and the Socs different?  What makes Ponyboy feel that they are not completely different?

2. What could the sunset that Ponyboy refers to be symbolic of? Explain.

3. Explain how life has been unfair for the Greasers.

4. How does Darry react when Ponyboy finally comes home?  Why do you think he reacts this way?  What effect will this have on Ponyboy?
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The Outsiders: Chapter 4 Reading Guide

1. Why are Ponyboy and Jonny at the park in the first place?
2. Who attacks Ponyboy and Jonny?   

3. What did the Socs do to Ponyboy?

4. What is ironic about the fact that Jonny killed Bob?

5. Who do Ponyboy and Jonny decide to go to for help?  

     -What does he tell them to do?

     -What does he give them?

CHAPTER 5 Notes
Using bullets, take detailed notes about what happens in Chapter 5.
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Date:____________

The Outsiders: Chapter 6 Reading Guide

1. What does Cherry want to do to help out Ponyboy and Johnny?

2. What do we learn about Johnny and his parents?

3.  What happens to the church?   What do the boys do to help?

4. Why does Ponyboy think it’s ironic that the police refer to them as “heroes?”

5. Why does Darry cry when he comes to the hospital?

Name:___________________________
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The Outsiders: Chapter 7 Reading Guide

1. Why was Ponyboy so worried about Johnny?

2. Explain Ponyboy's statement, "Maybe people are younger when they are asleep."

What does he mean by this?

3. What was the title of the article that appears in the newspaper?  Why is this ironic?

4. What upsets Ponyboy when he reads the article?

5. Describe Ponyboy's reoccurring dream.

6. What upsets Soda? Why is this significant?

7. Reread Randy's speech on p. 117.  What is Randy revealing here?  How does it prove what Cherry had said earlier in the story?

8. At the end of the chapter, how does Ponyboy respond to Two Bits?  Why?
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The Outsiders: Chapters 8 & 9 Reading Guide

Chapter 8

1. Johnny says that in the past he talked about killing himself, but now he no longer wants to die.  What reasons does he give for changing his opinion?

2. Why isn't Randy going to show up at the rumble?

3. Why won't Cherry go see Johnny in the hospital?  Do you agree with her decision? Why or why not?

4. Suppose the "murder situation" was reversed.  Imagine that a Soc had killed one of the Greasers in self defense.  Do you think Ponyboy (or any other Greaser) would act as a spy for the Socs, similar to how Cherry is acting for the Greasers?  EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER!!!

__________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 9

5. According to the information in the chapter, why do the Greasers fight?  Provide a specific reason for each of the group members.

6.  If you were Randy or Ponyboy would you participate in the rumble?  EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER!

7. Why does Johnny tell Ponyboy to "stay gold?"  Explain the significance of this statement.

__________________________________________________________________________________

CHAPTER 10 Notes
Using bullets, take detailed notes about what happens in Chapter 10.
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The Outsiders: Chapters 11 & 12 Reading Guide

Chapter 11

1. What does Ponyboy discover while reading Soda's yearbook?  Why is this significant?

2. Ponyboy keeps insisting that he killed Bob, not Johnny.  Why do you think this is the case?

3. Explain the significance of Darry calling Ponyboy "Little Buddy."

__________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 12

4. What is Ponyboy like after the trial ends?  Why?  What is his problem in school?

5. Darry says, "You don't stop living because you lose someone…you don't quit."  Explain the significance of this quote as it relates to the story.   

6.  How has Soda been affected by Darry and Ponyboy?

7.  What effect does Johnny's letter have on Ponyboy?   EXPLAIN THOROUGHLY!!!
